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Synopsis

In addition to Valerie Warrior’s crisp, fluent translation of the first five books of Livy’s Ab Urbe
Condita, this edition features a general introduction to Livy and his work, extensive foot-of-the-page
notes offering essential contextual information, and a chronology of events. Three appendices--on
the genealogies of the most prominent political figures in the early Republic, Livy’s relationship with
Augustus, and Livy’s treatment of religion--offer additional insight into the author and the early

history of Rome.
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Customer Reviews

Dr. Warrior . . . wisely chose to be more literal than free, and she happily refrained from importing
'new and false metaphors'. . . . Her translation, accurate at every turn, is complemented with useful
footnotes, especially in those parts of the work (e.g., the Preface) that need special elucidation. The
scholarship that went into these footnotes, as well as into the appendix articles and Dr. Warrior’s
own Introduction, is current and of a very high quality. (I do not think | have ever read a better
introduction to Livy.) A useful bibliography and several maps contribute to the excellence of a book,
which, like Livy’s own work, is not likely ever to be surpassed. --Blaise Nagy, College of the Holy
CrossAn excellent translation which will surely prove useful to undergraduates. ---Glenn W. Most,
Department of Social Thought, University of ChicagoThe translation is both smooth and accurate.
What makes the book superior to its rivals, what will recommend it decisively to those reading or
teaching Livy in English, is the quality of the assistance provided by the extra-textual material: the
well-informed, concise, helpful explanatory and interpretative footnotes, located, as they ought to

be, at the foot of the page; the headings provided for every chapter, which prevent the reader from



becoming lost in the sometimes complicated narrative and allow rapid consultation; the clear and
valuable introduction, orienting the reader in various important ways; the glossary, which explains
Roman institutions; the many simple maps. --Joseph Solodow, Southern Connecticut State

University

Valerie M. Warrior is the author of Roman Religion (Cambridge University Press, 2006) and The
initiation of the Second Macedonian War: An Explication of Livy Book 31 (F. Steiner, 1996).

The price cannot be beat, especially when it might just be another addition to a mountain of history
books for a single course, but the one flaw is that it does not have the original verse numbers listed.
This makes it difficult to cite the book, which really matters when you are using it for a history paper

on ancient religions.

Livy can be pretty dense and rather historiographical for the layman not familiar with the early
periods of Rome. This book covers the periods from ~750 BCE, the 7 kings Monarchy period and up
through the establishment of the Repubilic. If you are looking for a specific quote the Kindle version
makes a great accompaniment to the paper version.Though the Penguin edition translation by
Stephen Oakley (de Selincourt) might be more readable, | have found that certain academics prefer

the Valerie Warrior translation.

ltem came as described, fast delivery, highly recommend

needed this book for class

This is truly a five star book of knowledge. This information should be a must for all readers for a

better understand of life as we know it or think we do...

This edition of the first five books of Livy’s study of the foundation of Rome is a pleasure to read and
truly worthy of Livy’s great achievement.Livy deserves considerable credit for researching,
analyzing, and describing the hundreds of years of Roman history that encompass his work. He is a
thorough historian who strives to be objective, even though his admiration and devotion to the
Roman state is deeply genuine. The events in Books 1 through 5 occurred hundreds of years before

Livy’s time, and although he may use some license in the descriptions of events he also provides an



impressive number of actual names, character profiles, and factual circumstances.The translation,
introduction, and notes by Valerie M. Warrior equal Livy’s integrity and have the advantage of
modern day scholarship. The notes, which are on the foot of each page, contribute greatly to an
understanding of Livy’s intentions and provide considerable depth to understanding the early
Republic. Ms. Warrior’s detailed explanation of the sometimes complex, sometimes subtle definition
of Latin words, her knowledge of Roman religion, and the extensive cross-referencing, along with

her clear, highly readable translation all combine to make this edition a notable achievement.

It is okay.

This is the richest edition of Livy 1-5 available. period. Valerie Warrior's work is a ’monumentum’ in

itself! Well done!
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